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Benefits of becoming a
Whale Heritage Area



Standout destinations for wildlife and people

Whale Heritage Areas are leading destinations where local communities
celebrate, respect and protect cetaceans and the marine environment.

Whale Heritage Areas are part of the wider Wildlife Heritage Areas network,
which was co-founded by the World Cetacean Alliance (WCA) and World Animal
Protection.

The concept of Wildlife Heritage Areas was born out of the success of the WCA's
previous Whale Heritage Sites programme, designed to showcase communities
and their relationships with whales and dolphins by encouraging respectful
human-cetacean coexistence.

The Wildlife Heritage Area programme has adapted and expanded the original
Whale Heritage Sites model of community-led conservation and responsible
tourism to include other habitats and species around the world.

Humpback whale breaching at Algoa Bay, South Africa (photo: Lloyd Edwards, Raggy Charters)
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https://www.wildlifeheritageareas.org/

Key benefits

1. Promoting responsible tourism

The travel industry is crying out for a way to clearly identify responsible wildlife
watching destinations globally. The focus is on prioritising animal welfare, wildlife
conservation, community well-being and economic sustainability, whilst still
delivering amazing experiences.

Whale Heritage Areas achieve this by working with responsible tour operators
and experts who help to design whale and dolphin watching adventures and
associated cultural events, that also help to fund the protection of nature.

2. A website and promotional campaign

The Wildlife Heritage Areas website is designed to showcase experiences based
on any species or habitat. The WCA website specifically promotes Whale Heritage
Areas, celebrating sustainable destinations where people and cetaceans exist in
harmony.

Together, these websites guide and inform travellers that are interested in
responsible whale and dolphin watching experiences and share inspiring stories
of communities coming together to protect cetaceans, featuring advice from
experts across the world.

Social media and traditional media campaigns run alongside these digital
platforms to promote destinations and drive traffic to the websites, encouraging
tourists to visit the designated areas.

3. Purpose-built for communities

Wildlife Heritage Areas has been designed as a global area-based programme
that empowers local people as custodians of their unique wildlife. It is these
grass-roots communities that hold the key to protecting biodiversity across the
world.

By truly listening to each custodian community and encouraging them to hold
courageous conversations, Whale Heritage Areas enable collaboration and drive
positive change for cetaceans and people.
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4. Tangible economic benefits

Becoming designated as a Whale Heritage Area can deliver international
recognition, increased exposure, and new tourism investment, which in turn
creates local job opportunities and provides a focal point for funding.

The region will also benefit by combining core protected areas with sustainable
development zones. This approach enables local people to partner with
enterprises that can demonstrate proven sustainable practices based on research
and monitoring.

5. Support from NGOs and wildlife experts

Specialist NGOs and other wildlife experts become members of the Wildlife
Heritage Network to provide support and advice where it is most needed. This
means Whale Heritage Areas can be further supported to protect their local
biodiversity while assisting with animal welfare and cetacean conservation
fundamentals.

Monitoring southern right whales from shore at Santa Catarina Nursery, Brazil
(photo: Instituto Monitoramento Mirim Costeiro)
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6. A focus on cultural heritage

Wildlife Heritage Areas place a strong emphasis on the custodian community's
cultural and natural heritage, appreciating the delicate balance that exists
between them. This deep connection with nature remains crucial to driving long-
term sustainable goals and delivering the most authentic tourism experiences
working in partnership with the community.

7. Championing local solutions

Whale Heritage Areas champion grassroots solutions to biodiversity loss, climate
change, and wild animal suffering by empowering local communities to deliver
long-term nature conservation and wildlife stewardship.

Working in harmony with the natural world is an essential ingredient to creating
better places for animals and people to coexist. By coming together to protect
and respect nature, Whale Heritage Areas can help cetaceans and their habitats
to thrive.

Sodurba Tourism Association and KZN Whale Coast celebrating
World Whale Day at The Bluff, South Africa (photo: Sodurba)
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